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    State education officials honored 
15 Missouri schools – including three 
Waynesville schools –  as Professional 
Learning Communities Exemplary 
Schools for their outstanding 
performance in implementing the 
professional learning community 
process. 
    These schools promote cultures 
focused on learning with collaborative 
teams and effectively using data to 
increase student achievement.
    Recipients were honored by the 
Department at the 2014 Powerful 
Learning Conference, held Jan. 27-28. 
More than 1,250 educators from across 
the state attended the conference. 
Mary Ann Burns, Director of School 
Improvement Initiatives, presented the 
awards.
    “The Exemplary Schools Award is 
unique in that it not only honors the 
school, but also the educators for their 
commitment to creating a collaborative 
environment focused on improved 
outcomes for all students,” said Margie 

The 2013-14 Exemplary Schools Award recipients are
   •  Jackson Senior High School, Jackson R-II
   •  Jackson South Elementary School, Jackson R-II
   •  Southern Boone High, Southern Boone County R-I
   •  Virginia E. George Elementary, Albany R-III
   •  Union Star Elementary, Union Star R-II
   •  Trenton Senior High, Trenton R-IX
   •  Lonedell Elementary, Lonedell R-XIV
   •  Thayer Elementary, Waynesville R-VI
   •  Freedom Elementary, Waynesville R-VI
   •  Wood Elementary, Waynesville R-VI
   •  Steelville Elementary, Steelville R-III
   •  Logan-Rogersville Primary, Logan Rogersville R-VIII       
   •  Lebanon Senior High, Lebanon R-III 
   •  Cold Water Elementary, Hazelwood
   •  Reed Elementary, Ladue

3 Waynesville schools receive state PLC award

The Thayer Elementary PLC team:  Rebecca Guyne, Sara Wilking, 
Renee Hays, Debbie Akery, Bobbi McQueen and Shauna Darley

Connie Lund, center, and Mike Morriss, 
right, receive the award on behalf of 
Freedom Elementary.

Vandeven, Deputy Commissioner of 
Learning Services. “This committed 
focus will help drive Missouri into the 
Top 10 by 20.”
    The Top 10 by 20 calls for Missouri 
to rank in the top 10 performing states 
in education by the year 2020.
    The Missouri Professional Learning 
Communities Project began during the 
2003-04 school year. More information 
can be found at dese.mo.gov/
divteachqual/sii/prolearning/.

The Wood Elementary PLC team

2013-14 Exemplary School awardees



Waynesville beat Republic in overtime, 63 to 54, on Saturday, Feb. 1, to win the Logan-Rogersville Tournament. 

Courtwarming will be held tonight at Waynesville 
High School. The boys freshmen and JV teams 
will play the Joplin Eagles at 6 p.m. followed by 
the varsity game. The Courtwarming queen will 
be crowned between the JV and Varsity games.  
Candiates are front row, (l-r) Kate Dooley, D’Anna 
Hasik, Zenaida Ford; back row, Natorea Pete, 
Hannah Bland, Emily Salcedo, Melanie Reyes. 

Courtwarming 
to be held tonight

    WHS boys basketball 
player Juwan Morgan (#23) 
and WHS girls basketball 
player Kallie Bildner (#5) 
are in the running to be 
named the best high school 
basketball duo in the area. 
To be eligible for the 
competition, a school needs 
to have both a star boy and 
star girl basketbal player. 
    If you can do so before 
5 p.m., you may vote for 
Morgan and Bildner, by going 
to the O-Zone website at 
http://www.ozarkssportszone.
com/. Scroll down on the 
page to below the Wildcast 
Rental ad where it states, 
“Poll.”  

WHS BB 
players in 
spotlight



Fifth graders at Thayer Elementary learned about several careers, including what it is 
like to be a state representative from Rep. Steve Lynch. The unit’s goal is to empower 
students to follow their dreams, expose them to different career paths and to get them 
excited about college. Presenters spoke about the choices they made in high school, 
activities that helped them get there and the importance of choosing a college that has 
the right program for their line of work.

Seventh graders at Waynesville 
Middle School competed in 
a science fair this week with 
projects in three different 
categories: Earth, life and 
physical sciences.  In the 
project above, a student 
focused on how water impacts 
bubbles and another studied 
different nail polish brands to 
determine durability.  At top 
right, Mackenzie Campbell 
explains how orange juice has 
different levels of acidity based 
on its temperature. At right, 
John Ingersoll and Jenn Fry  
were among the volunteers who 
judged the science fair projects 
at Waynesville Middle School. 
The Sixth Grade Center will be 
judged on Monday, Feb. 10. The 
district competition will be held 
on Feb. 20.



    Students from throughout 
the district celebrated the 
upcoming Super Bowl with 
contests and challenges 
designed to promote physical 
activity and healthy eating. 
    East Elementary took 
advantage of the highly 
advertised Super Bowl and 
took this opportunity to 
teach kids the importance of 
healthy eating and physical 
activity. Students learned to 
take polls, draw graphs, write 
stories about how they can be 
involved in physical activities, 
and learned tips on healthy 
eating.  
    The kitchen set up the 
cafeteria so that students would 
pick up each food group from 
booths. 
    “The entire building was 
promoting the same theme and 
I feel the message was being 
received by the students.” says 
Deanna House, director of 
food services.
    Each Elementary school 
had a varsity senior football 
player, and/or cheerleader eat 
and mingle with the students. 
These students provided great 
role models for the younger 
students. The event also made 
the seniors realize they are  
role models.
    At Wood Elementary, the 
students were very involved 
in creating messages for their 
doors and were able to explain 
each of the 22 doors to the 
judges. Through this activity, 
they practiced speaking in 
front of an adult audience 
and making a successful 
presentation.  The Wood 
Stompers also performed for 
the judges. 
    In the kitchen decoration 
competition, Waynesville High 
School won.     
    Winning the chili cook off 
was Kim Lucitt from Wood. 
    The Superintendent and 
Personnel Offices won the door 
decorating contest. 

A super day of healthy activities, eating 

Top left, Tiger football player Christain Barnes 
visited with Thayer Elementary students during 
their lunches. Students learned to take polls and 
graph results during the Super Bowl celebration. 
Several staffers went out of their way to promote 
healthy eating. At bottom left, the winners of the 
door competition were the Superintendent and 
Personnel offices who not only decorated their 
doors, but installed a gridiron between their doors, 
complete with 3D effects on the goal posts.    


